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. Under Section 8 (1) (d) of the RTI Act, information including commercial confidence

trade secrets or intellectual property, the disclosure of which would harm the competitive
position of a third party, unless the competitive authority is satisfied that larger public
interest warrants the disclosure of such information is exempt from disclosure.

The Central information Commission (Commission) has in certain decisions, held that
except in case of an overriding public interest information which relates to the
commercial confidence of a third party should not be disclosed id the disclosure of such
information would harm that third party’s competitive position.

Since financial and business information of third parties such as income tax returns and
audit related information are exempt from disclosure under the RTI Act, it may be said
that disclosure of the details relating to the fiscal benefits granted by the Government of
Maharashtra to the company would fail under this exemption clause.

The disclosure of the information sought under the RTI Act, in relation to the fiscal
benefits granted by Govt. of Maharashtra and any other information in relation there to, is
of commercial confidence between the parties i.e. Government of Maharashtra and the
company. As disclosure of this information would affect our competitive position, the
fiscal benefits and the information in relation thereto, are therefore exempt from
disclosure in accordance with Section B(1)(d) of the RTI Act. We would, therefore,
request you not to disclose the fiscal benefits or any other information in relation to the
same to any third party under the RTI Act.

In the event such disclosure is required is to be made in the larger public interest over-
riding the exemption provided under section B(1)(d) of the RTI Act, the commission has
in Ms. Alka Mehta v. Shri S.S.Rathore, Commissioner of Income Tax and CPIO and Shri
Suresh Trikha, Chief Commissioner of Income Tax and Appellate Authority, held that an
individual seeking information under the RTI Act in public interest is obliged to produce
tangible evidence to persuade the Commission that in fact, there is public inters which
would warrant overriding exemptions available to a third party in a given cases.

In the present application, we do not believe that the applicant has provided any evidence
which necessitates a disclosure on the ground that a class of the community has a
pecuniary interest in such disclosure or that an interest by which their legal rights or
liabilities would be affected on account of non-disclosure of the requested information.
Like all other projects of a similar size, nature and national significance, some economic,
commercial and technical confidence is required to be maintained as a commercially
protective measure and particularly having regard to the highly competitive nature of the
automobile industry in the country.

We request you to take cognizance of our above submissions while responding to the
query raise, under the RTI Act, by shri Ravikiran Raosaheb Deshmukh who has not



produced any tangible evidence to persuade the commission that there is public interest
which would warrant overriding the exemptions available to a third party under the RTI
Act, Therefore in this case the Company being a commercial organization engaged in the
production of automotive vehicles in a highly competitive global environment and the
fiscal benefits and information in relation thereto being of a commercially confidential
nature the information requested for qualifies under the exemption provided under
Section B(1)(d) of the RTI Act and therefore should not be disclosed to the applicant.
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SWe have to state that we have not deliberately with held the information
asked by Mr. Rajesh L.Dharap as alleged by him. We have applied our mind
in replying to Mr.Dharap that the information asked by him is personal
information pertaining to others and hence cannot be disclosed under section
8(j) of Right to Information Act,2005 Every time mr.Dharap asked for the
same information he was sent the reply in time.

The special Cell for women and Children, which has been serving the
needs of women facing violence for the past 25 years, is situated in the
premises of the Dadar police station and is a Field Action project of the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences. Women from all strata of society come to seek help
from the special Cell for women and Children as they face violence from their
husbands and inlaws. They narrate their woes to the social Workers in the
special Cell in strict confidence and are counseled by them. If such
confidential communication is disclosed to the very people about whose
alleged misconduct it is made, the women may in all likelihood become the
target of future attracks. The social Worker is a Counselor who stands in
fiduciary relation with the troubled women who has come to seek guidance
and solace and a solution to the violence she faces in her intimate
relationships. The special cell is therefore sworn to secrecy and duty bound to
protect the interests of the woman. If the information given to the special cell
in confidence is disclosed, ther will be a gross violation of the privancy of the

women concerned and will cause them tremendous trauma and make them



vulnerable to futher family violence. Further, the women will feel that the
trust they reposed in the special cell has been betrayed and this will deter
them from approaching outside agencies for help ever again. This will no
doubt deepen that despair they face already, with disastrous consequences for
their health and wellbeing.

This is to further state and submit that the Case Diary Maintained by
our Social Workers is a private document about the course the counseling of
the woman is taking and concerns only the personnel of the special Cell and
the woman in question. It has no relation to any public activity or interest
whatsoever; hence the extracts from the Daily Case diary cannot be given.

In the circumstances, we submit that the public interest in protencting
the privacy and wellbeing of the women in question and the confidential
nature of counseling in general far outweighs the public interest(if any) in
disclosure of the information sought by Mr.Rajesh Dharap. In addition we
hace to state the information sought by him is not in any way connected with
depriving him of his life and liberty.

In light of the above stated facts, we pray that his appeal to be provided
with the complaint letters given by his wife to the special Cell and copies of the
opinions/views recorded by the special cell in the case Diary should not be
granted

Thanking you,

The special Cell’s approach to work on violence against Women.
The special Cell’s priority of work is the violated woman, and it is
committed to work in the interest of violated woman as a marginalized and

vulnerable group. The special cell works with all women, irrespective of caste,



class, and ethnicity. The special cell recongises the violated woman as person
with rights and entitlements, and enables her toi gain access to these though
the problem-solving process. The special cell belives that the violated woman
has innate strengths, as well as the potential capacity to make her own
decisions, and determine the course of her own life. She is empowered though
the problem-solving process, which validates her experience. The special cell
acknowledges with humility the violated woman’s spirit to survives, and her
struggles.
The Objectives of the special Cells are defined as
1. Rebuilding violated women’s self-esteem, self-worth and dignity.
2. Offer immediate services in case of family violence and atrocities
against women in the form of.
(a) police assistance in registering criminal complaints and in any

other matter
(b) Placement in institutions.
(¢) Counselling

(d) Referral to family services agencies and other services
including medical, psychiatric, educational and vocational.
(€) Legal aid.
3. Be a liaison between police and organizations for women and

children

4. Create awareness among women themselves, among professional
groups and general public of the atrocities committed against women

and children.
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