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rsft srftofRj srf^cbi'fl asn AcThi 3tRwf>, snfsW ^h^i, ^.sr.fct. h?ni>£ trjt, zrir-yi 

fe. aa/o<V3o3$ A^Wrr wh stRfr siA$im?4 ^if^dl sritoR stRiPi^i^ 300^ KsftR wft 6(A) (H)
SNcfK ^AeTl *ilR?dl SR#, RTTJ^ ^<4Ki SR^cR 3H%. 3RT R’JgT cbci^MI ST^wA

*1lG?dl ^I^Ke-il A R^’i 3cF.
TTRrari- yn/? o ? VRCG

SRf^R ^TR WT ‘R ^41 cd 3RR ^t4t WTRFR^ dfbl'fl 3Rf cf R^q^, jj) 3Rf 

IgJd•cl 3TT4?T. iii) SRf d1 <t>Id d^dA<4<4 Ref ^Idld, iv) 3Rf <t>Rdl PTRT 

<b<4c4) r4 cbl4ld^4, v) 3Rf dWdl ^Id^ <bc$cdl SlSdlcd- ( Sl^dlcd dl'tslcd 3RTcRl4 

Rl4Pld fR Ao^/3033 TRftcd HT. \3‘cc| RJIdlcdd, di'cdl f4. 06/03/3033 rf 3]A$11^ 

RMH 3TT#.cRRr 4RT 3lA$||-qi) Sidled dl<slcd

7^ 4k4) (dlfS4l STpRjR STvf 'd^Md 3 cT RT. 3RR R||<dicdd, WIT Rr RcfldId 

Ao^/3033 Wed ft. 06/03/3033 STlW

0) rr diR4l WraW, snfW rtrt, siAmui Rrft, h. rrt, ■qyt W rt.
A$3(9/3o3$, R. Atf/03/3033 rzn WlW Hcdl dlG?4l dTcbRu^id aWf 3^7^ 

cI?^udId STIR cR, 3||qu| dlR4l SrRld>II<slIc4l dlfddAeTl dlRdl 4t SlvfdH di4) 341Mu| RIRR 

Rwfr 31^4ed A rWr Rt4t 5RRR wARi rtR4I Wild 4tr r4 sri rwrrtA W34l 
dlR?4) 4t HIR4l SrRl0N SlRlAdd Redd 6 (V5) qdlu1 dlRHudld ^cT3TR.

3RTT 'TlcTA dl$n Rtwft R'ddA HRT RWT cdd4l cR^d RRTRIRRR RrIT RedT dlRcfl 
dl<RRudld 311 rd 14 31A ed l4f d i 4l RTRdT xSdAdd ^cdKlld^ d^d 4d4 3TT%.

d4lcd Ref RAddlel'dd R^d ^cT c4t, 31 Acdisft ‘dT AcAr ARdTR, STtIrr /£% 3ll<sll, dR WR 4T 

MdMM Rl4^d SiRdldl RTt4t ^RRd AcAr, ^JRR. $(93/3033 RTR.A. RedR ^3°, tfo$, tfo^, ^36, A3o 

el RT Jjn?didl RdRT 4xdT 3TRR cRefd^ 3TRW dl MIA M M d 'd IRIcd 3TT#. W ^d 141 cd
311 AAA 3lA cd|2ff di4 Rr^ RRT R IRd 10^ dlRIcd A A rd I cTfdR SbAAl Rtwft STT.^.RT., 

^.ST.fa, dyt dWA 3JR Atcft. RRV dWfidsA RW WllRlcfl StRbrA WTT AARr WlddAAl 

3TTeRWRT Wt W]R w4t fA. 0A/03/3033 W Rd RlfW 3tArtA ^.3T.fA., RRNR, wAbA 
dlR<Al 3TAcbN|d| 3Rf Andi Wl.

Rd dllA4) stfAdW RRT WlR RWfARR. 3TT.TJ.RTT., 3J.3T.fcT., WA fA. Atf/03/3033 
A Al rd 1 mrm4 rAAcA stPtrr rtwt rrr 6 (R) wA rtAt rAW rtrtrrir srirA. sAArtsA rt 

R7RR RIrA 3lRrdA RRTR RIRAr dlA4l AWR 4^ rA 3tA RdfAcT RRRRR dAA Rod A rd A 
sAAcYTsAr rAAcA RTRRrdA fA^R 44.

sAAcdisA #rA r4rt rrt WW rri AcAr AWtr, stArr rrr, ?w r m^icim 
R143R SlRdldl cdfA 3lv4dIM dicdl fWRTcT JJ^ldl cWR AcdT 3TTA d’ ?dt4 fTREd RfefcT dlqiAMMd 

RTRd W 3Tt4r. dlcidd 3tA fAdjR 44 dA, sAAdW 4 RRTR RRrA RJd 3lAw dARd^ dTRIcd 

RTcfrdT JJ^d A dMIR 3Tf4RTA 3TtAr cdl^A vdFTT RRdR R|R?I dx'cjd dA44t sAAddd RiddI dxdH 6 

(^5) Mdlul dlR4l dlRHUdldl vH dlRdl 344riA didl A Ad RJ^AtA ^cAdl d -1RI d 4 ^iIm 3TR rd A
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Case laws of Hon'ble Supreme Court of India, Various High Courts 
and Chief Information Commissioner Of India.

The records of the case reveal that the information is sought by the Appellant in order to 
defend himself before the CBI Court and prove his innocence. A Criminal trial is a public activity. 
Hence furnishing of the said information is a part of the Fundamental Constitution! Right to Life 
and Liberty of the Appellant as granted under the Articl 21 of the Constitution of India. Even on 
this count the information as sought by the Appellant should be supplied to him. [ 
CIC/MA/A/2008/1233/AD]

SRlWr TcRT:rR RWT cn^ugH-ncD rWtR 3T Wt SRRdl^

srffersft rtrt zr ReTRi sr^RRift srjr 3t4
JTffWf WR STfMlil ST^RRI^t LW 41^*1 STRsFR, ^.ST.fcT. R^NI^ Ryl

^6ulu'l c|dle)| RRR Rldl. d<H ill^41 HT. 'ddl-ccj RRRTcyR, RLRr RR ’^RRTeTR R d^lld RRsR 

HiRdl sugRvi gidl c|cdlc|c51 Rc^c-gi RuRidl R<ijig si^n diiRm -giggid 'Spjgn <truiR strT

SiRcilsftRHTRRTR C (T5) H*i|u| RlRdl dImNugIRI PMg Rgujqu) ^cbigc^lh 3TT#.

RRsfrai HIJIRmI<?)I rg|-cg| Rgtqrgi ?RRR STRlWt Rbg| g^gltgi cRRRTFH^ 'Nd :RT 

ciRugiRid) TRRm Rteft sjRRbrft Rrr umhH stRrrRI gj^g?^ srrcM^ niRdl 
Rijiugini stRtrtr srrrrrw gigdl ht. Refer -gigicig, Rifenigicng r Wdid ^g^r niRdl 
srrgRvT fert fetfet RRR ffeiRy TRfeferfef snfe.

3) If the Copice of sheets sought are inporatant in establishing the charge or innocence of the 
charge-sheeted officers,the appellant-accused is entitled to have copy of the same, under 
principles of natural justice and also under rules of domestic inquiry. According to the officers, the 
appellant is entitled to the copy of documents relied on them to establish charges. Thus, what 
could bt given to accused in domestic inquiry cannot be denied under the RTI Act. Once a request 
os filed, The PIO of the public authority has to decide whether it could be given or not under RTI 
Act. And PIO can neither regect or redirect it to a different forum or low for securing the 
information. If the public authority is worried abourt security of the records if affered for 
inspection or photocopying, they are entitled to take any measure to protect them but cannot

2) The Commossion asked the PIO to explain how disclosing the notings would impede the 
prosecution. The PIO had stated that notings expressed various views and the appellant would 
produce these in Court to defend his case. The Act has barred information which is the subject 
matter of investigation or Prosecution. Hence, it is necessary for the PIO to show how the 
invesetigation or Prosecution would be impeded. Mere because the truth as it existis on the 
notings would be placed befor the Court it is not logical to assure that it would be considered 
impeding the prosecution. The Court would obviously look at everything that is placed befor it and 
recealing all records could only assist the Court in coming to the right conclusion. 
[CIC/DS/A/2010/000415/SG/8394]



8)

[B.S. Mathur v. PIO, Delhi High Court,WP(C) - 295/2011 d. 3. 6. 2011, para 19]

?THT3n-y>l/?0?VRCG

Burden is on Public Authority to show in what manner disclosure would 'impede' 
investigation.

9) In case of grave injustice. When non-disclosure results in grave injustice then the 
information has to be disclosed in public interest, for instance, in case of undue delay in finalization 
of proceedings [ A.K. Goyal v. DTC dated 15. 10. 2007] or relevant document has not been made

"It is apparent that the mere existence of an investigation process cannot be a ground for 
refusal of the information; the authority withholing must show satisfactory reasons as to why the 
release of such information would hamper the investigation process. Such reasons should be 
germane, and the opinion of the process being hampered should be reasonable and based on 
some material. Sans this consideration, Section 8 (1) (h) and other such provisions would become 
the haven for dodging demands for information."(para 13)

"As regards Section 8(1) (h) RTI Act, which is the only provision inevoked by the Respondend 
to deny the petitioner the information sought by him, it will have to be showm by the Public 
authority that the information sought "would impede the process of investigation." The mere 
reproducing of the wording of the statute would not be sufficient when recourse is had to Section 
8(1) (h) RTI Act. The burden is on the public authority to show in what manner the disclosure of 
such information would 'impede' the investigation."

deny the access to copies, certified to be so. Such an inspection could take place during. The 
inquiry also. [ Manju v. Department of Posts, CIC/POSTS/A/2017/130777; 14. 06. 2017]

5) Complaints filed against oneself- The appellant sought copies of complaints fild against 
her. CIC ruled that proper reply was not providedto the appellant by quoting section 8 (1) (j) and 8 
(1) (g) exemptions which are not applicable or misplaced as the appellant wanted information 
pertaining to herself, Holding that the reply is deplorable, the CIC issued stricture against Shri 
Hemant Kumar, General Manager for quoting impropriate sections of the RTI Act for claiming 
exemption under the Act. [ Pratima Minj v. PCI, CIC/FCIND/A/2017/131702; 23. 07. 2018]

6) In R.K.Jain v. State Bank of India, decided on 4.3.2008, where the appellant had sought some 
documents which CPIO denied on the ground that a departmental inquiry was going in on in the 
matter, the CIC directed that if the Inquiry officer had denied these documents then CPIO should 
supply their copies to appellant.

7) The Delhi High Court has held in Bhagat Singh v. Chief Information Commissioner oner, Q.P. 
(C) No. 3114 of 2007 decided on 3. 12. 2007

4) 'personal information' does not mean information relation to the information seeker, but 
about a third party. That is why, in the Section, it is stated "unwarranted invasion of the privacy of 
the individual". If one were to seek information about himself or his own case, the question of 
invasion of privacy of his own self does not arise. [PBA/06/195, 278/ICPB/2006, 
CIC/WB/C/2007/0011, 451/ICPB/2007, 374/ICPB/2006]



10) Exemption under Section 8(1) (h) is for a limited period

Public Authority must have reasonable basis to deny information11)

It does not provide for blanket exemption12)

Information needed for self defence14)

"However, the impediment, if alleged, must be actual and not make belief and a 
camouflage to deny information. To claim exemption under the said Sub-section it has to be 
ascertained in each case whether the claim by the public authority has any reasonable basis. Onus 
under Section 19 (5) of the RTI Act is on the public authority." [Union of India v. CIC case, para 86]

"The Section does not provide for a blanket exemption covering all information relating to 
investigation process and even partial information wherever justified can be granted." [Union of 
India v. CIC case, para 86]

Exemption under Section 8 (1) (h) necessarily is for a limited period and has a end point i.e. 
process of investigation is complete or offender has been apprehended and prosecution 
Protection from disclosure will also come to an end when disclosure of information no

Article 
public 
Delhi]

when
ends.
longer causes impediment to prosecution of offenders, apprehension of offenders or further 
investigation." [ Union of India v. CIC case, para 86]

available by disciplinary authority. "Obviously, providing such documents can only serve the cause 
of natural justice and not affect adversely the course of investigation" - observed CIC [Rakesh 
kumar v. SBI, dated 27. 4. 2010] In R.P. Kalra v. Naval Hqrs., d. 29. 10. 2008, CIC allowed disclosure 
of" Action taken againse the erring official who delayed in conduct of inquiry."

15)
defend himself before the CBI Court and prove his innocence. A criminal trial is a public activity.
ynnan-yi/^oP^/RCG /I

It is also relevant to observe that denial of any information available with a public authority, 
which could assist an alleged offender from establishing his innocence or for pursuing his defence 
may, in fact, impede the course of justice. It will not be open for the public authority to deny 
information on the ground that such information may assist the offender in pursuing his defence 
(and therefore impede his prosecution) This is clearly not the import of section 8(1 )(h) of the RTI 
Act. The exclusion u/s 8(1 )(h) of the RTI Act. -information which would impede process of 
investigation or apprehension or prosecution of the offenders has to be read in conjunction with 

19(2) of the Constitution of India. Such denial must be reasonable and in the interest of 
order. [Uol v. Manjit Singh Bali, WP (C) 6341/2015 and WP (C) 1803/2018; 06. 08. 2018, HC

13) Even during pendency of Disciplinary Proceedings information has to be disclosed 
when The view is that disclosure will not impede investigation. Information has to be provided 
where the CIC is of the view that the disclosure of information will not hamper the pending 
disciplinary proceedings [ V. V. Subramanian v. Hindustan Vegtable Oils Corpn. Ltd., No. 
CIC/SS/A/2010/000363 dated 27. 9. 2010

The records of the case reveal that the information is sought by the Appellant in order to
A criminal trial is a di
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The principles of natural justice are firmly grounded under various Article of the Constitution. 
With the introduction of the concept of substantive and Procedural due process in Article-21 of the 
Constitution all that fairness which is included in the principles of natural justice can be read into 
Article-21 when a person is deprived of his life and personal liberty In other areas it is Article-14 
which incorporates the principles of natural justice. Article-14 applies not only to discriminatory 
class legislation on but also to arbitrary or discriminatory State action. Because violation of natural 
justice results in arbitrariness therefore violation of natural justice is violation of Equality Clause of 
Article-14. Therefore, now the principle, of natural justice cannot be wholly disregarded by law 
because this would violate the fundamental rights guaranteed by Articles -14 and 21 of the 
Constitution.

Natural Justice implies fairness, reasonableness, equity and equality. Natural Justice is a 
concept of Common Law Natural Justice represents higher procedural principles developed by 
judges which every administrative must agency follow in taking any decision adversely affecting the 
rights of a private individual.

If one were to seek information about himself or his own case, the question of invasion of 
privacy of one s own self does not arise. Therefore, when a citizen seeks information about his own 
case and as long as the information sought is not exempt in terms of other provisions of section 8 
of RTI Act, the PIO should provide the information

PRINCIPLES OF NATURAL JUSTICE
(Article 14 & Article 21 Of The Constitution Of India)

Natural Justice in simple terms means the minimum standards or principles which the 
administrative authorities should follow in deciding matters which have the civil consequences. 
There are mainly two Principles of Natural Justice which every administrative authority should 
follow whether or not these are specifically Provided in the relevant Acts or rules. Principles are:

1. No one should be the judge in his/her own case

f^W^TWT STTl f^TfT eft, Giffen fc. 03/03/^0^$ fttft
-HI■’luT) -Hif^cD |cq-HIJluf) ft anTcfen
I "efftrftcJTTft X-cJdl: -c||c| <t>XuqIXilJl chi’ll cK^T '{■IciR|d vpT ■HI

cf ym Slfacftq ^Hl-cill dvcilcil (Principles of Natural

Justice) aWWh’ ftft ST^mft ?f2TT mMo tJiT 3TTfw Tjft TTTT3T,

2. Each party should be given the opportunity to be heard

Hence, furnishing of the said information is a part of the Fundamental Constitutional Right to Life 
and Liberty of the Appellant as granted under the Article 21 of the Constitution of India. Even on 
this count the information as sought by the Appellant should be supplied to him. [Mr. A. L 
Motwani v. ITI Limited, CIC/MA/A/2008/1233/AD; 10. 02. 2009, Division bench.]

16) Information about oneself
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S. srftersft ztfjt Wczn sr^f -^0^ ^4 ^wra
4T^t cT Wft R^icbld ^eTl 0 RcKlld W^T Rdl^yil WcWu^id 4]^.

(^0^ TFT^) 
71^4 HI fed! sn^cKi,

^|c|0 fF7.WT3JT/^tfd/3o^/■gyr $138^

vH Hlf^d] 3Tf^l01'Tl Hldl 31R01sJlI v|'l'SMd 3T -H141u?l tbc^eTl Hlff?<dl (3 RcHiid 3TRT (f^-.

93/0(9/30^ q4?0 SrReypft^r 3Tf^| Ai|HIdl0 0eR U(^) ^TR RhI^cH \3M0<£r 00H RTcft.

31RqU| fcTHPT, ?R4. <1 M^FT 31Ro?h 3jR01^1 42JT mIoTI^ 31WT0. tJ.SJ.R’. 4FW£

4Ffr 31R0|2ft ■qpft HI4lu<n cb^eTl vi'lsgqd-3T HlRd) 3q0<£[ 0^H 3114^0 3F% 3RT

3HHl4ll*l WR W 3TT^ 3TT#.

?. vH niRdl 3tRi0|'^I nsii q'lcVlti '3Tf3rRrsT0, sfWf $ii<sii, sf^w ■Rwt. hski^
7T34, ^rrft fe. 9^/03/3033 Rv^-ciii q-^id niRdl stRwr stRPmh 00H C(&) qHIU1 
HlRdl ’-110X000 t)d00l f^RT WRJRft. ^1^10 doMl^fi ^Fld W^A FKF 

7^ 0\00d iRT 3TT#.

3. nm 3ifac4k srftoift wr 0R4kr stRtsff, 3j.3r.fcL hski^ rtrt, ^tdt srfawffa hiRA) 
fRcft U7 t|10$H0|4) 3IR40T AhRi 3RT 01x01 41^ Hlfadl 3tRt0R 3jAPl<MH 00H d(A) 
(h) WRt HlRdl 00\000 fe. qq/o^/^o^3 TRft Ad<A0l Ppfa WRTRft cT A4R10 
^Nd^K?) x^HHd ’■14<0lA FRR0 Apfa 0x00d 3TT#.

$. qR0 M*ilu'l 311idl ^ddl 04H ^Adl 34^c||0 q'lcAf^ StRffr STtWf 3F^ ^IRsll, 
HKRT^?Tv4, ■qyTRFft Rq^ld 31|ifLll0^ 4l<x! 0x!iq|.

tfM'dctd MsiitiS MFjd Rdk 34^0 Pl0lc{| 01000^1

q. hiRAI 3jRr0R srAiPm ?oo^ 00H q<<(6) (?) 3Fck 3iRc4k 3rR01^1 aan m')cTI4 

3TkST0, 3TtRt0 3J% W3T, 3p% 31Rqu| fAWT. H6KI^ ^4, 00 4RR cb40l4l 3f4

hiRAI srRrwAf 0^0 ^ifad 0000 3n%.


