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Applicants Central Board of Secondary Education & Anr. Vs Aditya Bandopadhyay &
Ors.Respondents Il THRUT W Ie3 THTOY 33T faes amea.

"The Act should not be allowed to misused or abused, or to become a tool to
abstract the national development and integration, or to destroy the peace, tranquility
and harmony among its citizens. Nor should it be converted into a tool of oppression or
intimidation of honest officials striving to do their duty-Nation does not want a scenario
where 04 % of the staff of public authorities spend W4% of their time in collecting and
furnishing information to applicants.instead of discharge ing their regular duties. The
threat of penalties under the RTl Act and pressure ofthe authorities under the Act should
not lead to employees of public authorities prioritizing information furnishing, at the cost
of their normal and regular.duties.”
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"The Act is an effective device which if utilized judiciously and properly, would

help the citizens to become more informed. It no doubt relieves an applicant from
obligation to disclose the reason as to why he wants the information. However,
indiscriminate efforts to secure information just for the sake of it, and without there being
any useful purpose to serve, would only put enormous pressure on the limited human
resources that are available. Diversion of such resources, for this task would obviously,
be, at the cost of ordinary functioning. Beyond a point, it may even become harassment,
for the concerned agencies. Much needs to be done in this direction to impart a sense
of responsibility to those, who want to derive benefit under the Act to be more practical
and realistic."
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Earlier Obervation of CIC : Shri. M.M.Ansari

“In several occasions earlier the Central Information Commission referred to the
issue of repeated RTI requests and harassing tendency. In Prem Prakash Kumar V NFL,
Panipat,(Decision No.?8&/IC(A)00&, FNo.CIC/MA/A/00§/0030% & 394 dated
Auguest R00§) the applicant sought documents and specific comments of CPIO on ¢
queries. The learned Commissioner Shri M.M.Ansari observed that in fact, the nature of
queries and information sought are such that the information seeker would never be
satisfied because the promotion of self-interest, rather than public interest was
dominant as the appellant had sought redressed of grievances. ”
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It is relevant here to quote a paragraph from the order of Learned Information
Commissioner Shri Shailesh Gandhl in-case numbers No.CIC/SG/C/ 2099/0000g0,
CIC/SM/3099/ 000R%&/ SG, . CIC/SM/A/094/009999/SG, CIC/ SM/A/099/
0oQR0R dated 9 th Januar'y; ?0‘1?)' in-a-sécond ‘appeal “The.commission, at several
appellate hearing, has explained to the complainant that under RTI Act, only the
information as per records can be made available multiple RTI apphcat[ons and appeals
would not prowde him any mformatlon beyond the records that exists. The Commission
recognizes the fact that valuable ttme of complalnant respondent public authority as
well as the Commlssmn is being spent |n mereiy going through the motion prescribed
under the RTI Act again and again to obtaln similar mformatlon ..... At this juncture the
Commission would like to mention that the right to information is a fundamental right of
the citizens, It cannot be used indiscriminately to fulfill the demand of one individual. In
the present matter. It must be noted that the oomplalnant IS pursuing multiple litigation
and various public authorltles are belng asked to divert and extraordinarily
disproportionate amount of resources just to respond to hundreds of RTI applications
filled by him....The Commission is also conscious of the fact that it is financed by the
poorest man in this country who may be starving to death. The Complainant by
repeatedly filling similar RTI application and appeals with the respondent public authority
and the commission is wasting public resources."
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