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"The Act should not be allowed to misused or abused, or to become a tool to abstract

r»zth Act sho'd not Iead x‘to employees of a public

% &
k¥
cost of their normalnand re ni

AL

w

"The Act is an effectlve d cé'whlc;hrz, utlhz"'d u clously and properly, would help
the citizens to become more informed. It no doubt relieves an applicant from obligation to
disclose the reason as to why he wants the information. However, indiscriminate efforts to
secure information just for the sake of it, and without there being nay useful purpose to serve,
would only put enormous pressure on the limited human resources, that are available. Diversion
of such resources, for this task would obviously, be, at the cost of ordinary functioning, Beyond

a point, it may even become harassment, for the concerned agencies. Much needs to be done in
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this direction to impart a sense of responsibility on those, who want to derive benefit under the

Act to be more practical and realistic."

9. FEIT it SRR CIC/LS/2012/000858-SA W 000872-SA Teula e 04.07.2014
it TR Sheted STSRITT WICIIHI g et 3T,
Earlier Observation of CIC : Shri.M.M.Ansari

In several occasions earlier the central information Commission referred to the issue of
repeated RTI requests and harassing tendency. In Prem Prakash Kumar V NFL, Panipat,

ﬁfTA/2006/00374 & 375 dated 28 Auguest 2006) the
\3

f CPIO on 89 queries. The Iearned

J\..J

(Decision No.246/IC(A)2006, F N

iﬁc:_-comments

applicant sought document'su«and sp

*\

A : \
Commissioner Shn MMAnsan gob l;ved } 1n fact ;the nature of querles and information
}' Ay W T T ; 2 iy

. Y
sought are such that th"mform'xtlon seeker would Hever, be satlsf}ed because ‘the promotion of

“-,x.
self-mterest rather than"pubhc mterest . Was. dommant as the appellant had sought redressed of

gnevance?‘; 7 R Aot
' ',rnﬁﬁm ek i NG CIC/S C/201\1/000760

CIC/SM/?.OII/ 000926(5(3 CIC/SMIAJZOI{IL{OPIJI ;fl{SG CICISNUA/201{1/5€)§909 dated 17 th
Januaryifzo@mq\a%ﬁ 31 I, aiﬁc—rnﬁ% SRR St 2005 F@n?wﬁeﬁr
wwe'ﬂﬁraaﬁm% o WWWW& Hﬁﬁﬁ@?ﬁﬁmﬁ*ﬂlﬁ?ﬁ ]

= .\ frem the order of Leh?hefln%ormatmn

\‘. .....

‘in}l‘ ls,»“slevant here to quote as= 15 agraph

b SRS B r*-,‘ f {:‘:?:;3
Comm1ssmnelehn,ShalleshE{}andm g%:as 3 ru@berﬂj[o CIC/S(:;:{C/ZOI 1/000‘760” CIC/SM/2OI 1/
\ By i - f 1 ef- [
-ﬁ'f i . e b !é,

i
000926/ SG.} CIC/SIVI/A/.Z /OOLIIIISG CIC/SM/A/2011/002909 date

7 ’th January, 2012)

\‘7!

_ ”{ }'3-?“
complainant that undel: RTI’A

records that exists. The Comm1551on+recoghlees the fact —thﬁf/;aluable time of complainant,
respondent public authority as well as the Commission is being spent in merely going through
the motion prescribed under the RTI Act again and again to obtain similar information..... At
this juncture the Commission would like to mention that the right to information is a fundamental
right of the citizens, It cannot be used indiscriminately to fulfill the demand of one individual. In
the present matter. It must be-noted that the complainant is pursuing multiple litigation and
_various public authorities are being asked to divert and extraordinarily disproportionate amount

(yresources just to respond to hundreds of RTI applications filled by him....The Commission is

( T . 16/2)
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also conscious of the fact that it is financed by the poorest man in this couniry who may be
starving to death. The Complainant by repeatedly filling similar RTI application and appeals with
the respondent public authority and the commission, is wasting public resources." L) g Fel
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" he\fxih}a Ijg\li no;{behallowed to misused or abused of.t lqe.: -ai-t(:)-'él" tof?"ébstract the
national deveyl};;n\negtggnil ilfxlggralﬁhn or,, tolsit?sfr?y t}'u? pegce tranqulhty"__an‘d harmony among its
citizens. Nor shouldutabe c\?i‘femd mto a tool of 0ppr smn or mt' i ! of honest ofﬁma]s striving
to the tot do their duty-%ahon doe@%—a\_éﬁs‘;pq é%g::- -::@"of fhe staff of public authorities

e T e s

spend 75 % of their time in cB]lecfmg_and furmshmg nmformatlonfto appllcants instead of discharging

their regular duties. The threat of penaItles uﬁﬁe?‘fhé“RTrAct and pressure of the authorities under the
Act should not lead to employees of a public authorities prioritizing information furnishing, at the cost
of their normal ard regular duties.
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"The Act is an effective device which if utilized judiciously and properly, would help the

citizens to become more informed. It no doubt relieves an applicant from obligation to disclose the
reason as to why he wants the information. However, indiscriminate efforts to secure information just

for the sake of it, and without there belng nay useful purpose to serve, would only put enormous

“aE
,F“S ";
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pressure on the limited humanf resources " thatzare avatlable?' Drversmn of such resources, for this task
P e E‘.:n"" :

would obviously, be, ’atf“’ he cost of“ ordma ;
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responsibility on’] those wlBokwant to denve ben ﬁt under 1lig: Act to ore practrcal and realistic.”
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I fn several occasmns earlier the central mformatron Commission referred to the issue of

repeated xRTI requests and harassing tendency I

g’

j- o g Gty u
(DCCISIOD ;NO 246/IC(A)2006 F No. CIGMAIA;’2006100374 :& 375 dated '-'28 Auguest 2006) the

i, }g';kash Kumar V NFL; Panipdt, &

)
A

applicant sought’?locuments and specific comments of CPIO on 89 queries. The leamed Commrssmner

;\ ‘“,‘ pets L "
Shri M.M. 4}1,555 }bse ed that mﬁfact;.the nature of querles and mforrnatlon sought;_are such that the
Y : \ \.." BB .

& s REl
information seek \wouldsnever\be
, \_;;r’ ?J A3

n}

\ 3

interest, was dommant as/the(appellanf"had sought redressed ofs gnevances Sl

It is relevant here to quote a paragraph from the order of Learned Information Commissioner
Shri Shailesh Gandhi in case numbers No.CIC/SG/C/2011/000760, CIC/SM/2011/ 000926/ SG,
CIC/SM/A/2011/001111/8G, CIC/SM/A/2011/002909, dated 17 th January, 2012) in a second appeal
"The commission, at several appellate hearing, has explained to the complainant that under RTI Act,
only the information as per records can be made available, multiple RTI applications and appeals
would not provide him any information beyond the records that exists. The Commission recognizes the

fact that valuable time of complainant, respondent public authority as well as the Commission is being
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spent in merely going through the motion prescribed under the RTI Act again and again to obtain

similar information..... At this juncture the Commission would like to mention that the right to
information is a fundamental right of the citizens, It cannot be used indiscriminately to fulfill the demand
of one individual. In the present matter. It must be noted that the complainant is pursuing multiple
litigation and various public authorities are being asked to divert and extraordinarily disproportionate
amount of resources just to respond to hundreds of RTI applications filled by him....The Commission
is also conscious of the fact that it is financed by the poorest man in this country who may be starving to

death. The Complainant by repeatedly fillmg,sumlar RTI appllcanon and appeals with the respondent
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“The Act is an effective device which if utilized judiciously and properly, would help the
citizens to become more informed. It no doubt relieves an applicant from obligation to disclose the
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reason as to why he wants the information. However, indiscriminate efforts to secure information just
for the sake of it, and without there being nay useful purpose to serve, would only put enormous
pressure on the limited hurnan resources, that are available. Diversion of such resources, for this task
would obviously, be, at the cost of ordinary functioning. Beyond a point, it may even become
harassment, for the concerned agencies. Much needs to be done in this direction to impart a sense of
responsibility on those, who want to derive benefit under the Act to be more practical and realistic."

9. i Hifedt STEITH CIC/LS/2012/000858-SA T 000872-SA Ui R 04.07.2014 T Uik
Earlier Observation of CIC ; Shri.M.M.Ansari

In several occasions earlier the central information Commission referred to the issue of
repeated RTI requests and harassmg~tenﬁen " Préid Praka"h,Kumar V NFL, Panipat,

(Decision No. 246/IC(A)2006,"F,, NBCICIMALlfzoowoo, _5& 750 dated 28 Auguest 2006) the

mformatlon seeker would _never !be sahsﬁed because the promotlon of self-mterest ‘rather than public
interest, was dommant, as*the appe]lant had’ sought redressed of gnevances ”
¢ . PN . . :
10. {aﬁ?’: il én‘gzr q
CIC/SM/2011/ 000926/ SG’“’ CIC/SM/A/.
January, 2012) 514331? 38 =, e %-aﬁ?ﬁmgaﬁﬁn awfaﬁmtr 2005 =T 'sqzrm %mzszﬁr FTEARX
TR m"l?r an% ﬁuamalmw TGS 3 . .
~It is relevant here to quote a paragraph from the order of Learned Information Commlssroner
Shri Sh;allesh G\andhi ém case numbers No! ISG!CI.’ZOI 1/000760, CIC/SM/ZO,;_U 000926"r SG,
CICISI\/I/A/ZOL’?UOOIIIIISG CICISM!AIZOI’ﬂO 12909 ated [7 th January, 2012) in ai
"The commnssnon, 1, at several appellate hearmg, has ”explamed 1o the complainant that under RTI Act,
only the\mfom}aﬁon as \f)er records can® be'm'ade vallaple, multiple RTI appl:catlonsuand appeals
would no p{OYId iim .anywmformatlon beyond the récords that exists. The Comszs n recognizes the
fact that valuable of comp]amant respondent public authority as well as the Commission is being
spent in merely doin fthrough the S motion: prescnbed under the RTI JAct_again_and: agam to obtain
similar mformatloi}.)-.f "ﬁt C h!S Juncture the Commission would hke to:. entlon that “the right to
information is a\fundamental nght of thegcitlzens It cannot be used. 1ndlscnmmate1y to fulﬁll the demand
of one 1nd1v1dual ‘Jn the pr%sent- ‘matter. It must e noted that .the complalnant 1s -pursuing multiple
litigation and varlous\gubllcnauthorltles areibemg asked o divel ‘,and extraordmarlly disproportionate
amount of resources Just*to~respong,;_to hundreds of RTI appl:catlons filled by him....The Commission
is also conscious of the fact thamtas ﬁnanced byt the poorest man m this country who may be starving to
death. The Complainant by repeatedlymﬁllmg sumlar"RTI appllcatlon and appeals with the respondent
public authority and the commission, is wasting publto' resources.” THY q’ﬁ?{%ﬁ HE B, IRER ATt
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"The Act is an effective device \;ihich if utilizeld judiciously and properly, would help the citizens
to become more informed, It no doubt relieves an applicant from obligation to disclose the reason as to why
he wants the information. However, indiscriminate efforts to secure information just for the sake of it, and
without there being nay useful purpose to serve, would only put enormous pressure on the limited human
resources, that are available. Diversion of such resources, for this task would obviously, be, at the cost of
ordinary functioning. Beyond a point, it may even become harassment, for the concerned agencies. Much
needs to be done in this direction to impart a sense of responsibility on those, who want to derive benefit

under the Act to be more practical and realistic."
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In several oece{gmns earher the ce_ltl_t,ral.cmformatlon Commlsswnf) 2 erred to th\}e' issue of repeated
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RTI requests aud harassmg*ggndency IngP; rem Prakash Kurnar v NFL N mpat,(ﬁ-;f r\_j)-\

}9 THT Y /r‘n §-.‘?q o r."_ . :
(Decision 0246IIC(A’5\006 F/No CICIM“ 29\06,(00324\& 3‘?5 dated ™ ‘28 Auguest“2006) '!the applicant
Foe) 47 DI A A RN 0
nsari

sought doc ments"ﬁnd speclﬁc comments of CPIO 0‘f1“89{\queq\j The learned Cg}r\nmmswner\\Shn

% [ P
observed hat in fa‘gg, the nature of queries and‘i nformatlonr-so\gght are such that the mformatlon seeker would
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only the information as per records can BE’"L:?ﬁ“a‘ le _multxple RTI applications and appeals

would not provide him any information beyond the records that exists. The Commission recognizes the
fact that valuable time of complainant, respondent public authority as well as the Commission is being
spent in merely going through the motion prescribed under the RTI Act again and again to obtain
similar information..... At this juncture the Commission would like to mentjon that the right to
information is 2 fundamental right of the citizens, It cannot be used indiscriminately to fulfill the demand
of one individual. In the present matter. It must be noted that the complainant is pursuing multiple

litigation and various public authorities are being asked to divert and extraordinarily disproportionate
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amount of resources just to respond to hundreds of RTI applications filled by him....The Commission
is also conscious of the fact that it is financed by the poorest man in this country who may be starving to
death. The Complainant by repeatedly filling similar RTI application and appeals with the respondent
public authority and the commission, is wasting public resources.” add qﬂjaﬁ e W, TRAR Afgedt
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