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08,0¢,%0%3 XISl AT Taheott Appealicants Central Board of Secondary Education & Anr.
Vs Aditya Bandopadhyay & Ors. Respondents AT Febolt @refiet 31t oy et amer

"The Act should not be allowed to misused or abused, or to become a tool to

abstract the national development and integration, or to destroy the peace, tranquility

(G 9 a0, 9y A ¢q TP 36 wawO 90/9%)




and harmony among its citizens. Nor should it be converted into a tool of oppression or
intimidation of honest officials striving to the tot do their duty-Nation does not want a
scenarios where W% % of the staff of public authorities spend ‘s % of their time in
collecting and furnishing information to applicants instead of discharging their regular
duties. The threat of penalties under the RTI Act and pressure of the authorities under

the Act should not lead to employees of a public authorities prioritizing information

furnishing, at the cost of their normal and regular dutles "

human resources, that are available. Diversion of such resources, for this task would
obviously, be, at the cost of ordinary functioning, Beyond a point, it may even become
harassment, for the concerned agencies. Much needs to be done in this direction to

impart a sense of responsibility on those, who want to derive benefit under the Act to be

more practical and realistic."
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mn‘fnts__ of CPIO 'ron 6% quenes The learned

are such that the information seeker would nevér-be- sahsﬁed because the promotion of self-interest,

rather than public interest, was dominant, as the appellant had sought redressed of grievances.

IN Shri Gopal Soni V The New India Assurance Company Ltd.

(F.No.CIC/AT/A/Rooc/c0oRlg, 00033E, 0003R¥, dated RR.08.00¢) learned Commissioner Shri
AN. Tiwari dealt with similar problem. The respondents in the case submitted that the appellant,
their employee, was suspended for insubordination and misconduct, and ever since be directed a

spate of application containing queries for detailed, voluminous but inane information which would

(4. 9IS o3, 94 T ¢9 TP 39 TF 93/9%)




have to be coliected and coliated from over %e branches. The Commission held in this case
"answering the elaborate and detailed queries, which have to be both accurate and authentic,
imposes heavy cost on the public authority and tends to divert its recourses, which brings it

within the scope of section ‘9 (%) of RTY Act"
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"The Act should not be allowed to misused or abused, or to become a tool to abstract the
national development and integration, or to destroy the peace, tranquility and harmony among its

citizens. Nor should it be converted into a tool of oppression or intimidation of honest officials
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striving to the tot do their duty-Nation does not want a scenarios where \94 % of the staff of public
authorities spend W4 % of their time in collecting and furnishing information to applicants instead
of discharging their regular duties. The threat of penalties under the RTI Act and pressure of the
authorities under the Act should not lead to employees of a public authorities prioritizing

information furnishing, at the cost of their normal and regular duties."
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AN, Tiwari dealt with similar pfb‘bl The respond;aﬁts in th__,_ tase submltted that the appellant,
their employee, was suspended for insubordination and misconduct, and ever since be directed a
spate of application containing queries for detailed, voluminous but inane information which would
have to be collected and collated from over 3o branches. The Commission held in this case
"answering the elaborate and detailed queries, which have to be both accurate and authentic,
imposes heavy cost on the public authority and tends to divert its recourses, which brings it

within the scope of section 9 (%) of RTI Act”
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It is relevant here to quote a paragraph from the order of Learned Information
Cornmissioner Shri Shailesh Gandhi in case numbers No.CIC/SG/C/Ro%%/000\9g0, CIC/SM/R0Y
000838/8G, CIC/SM/A/R0Y/00USG, CIC/SM/A/R0%%/003%0R, dated 2 th January, %R} in a

second appeal "The commission, at several appeHate hearing, has explained to the complainant that
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