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"The Act is an effective device which if utilized judiciously and properly, would
help the citizens to become more informed. It no doubt relieves an applicant from obligation
to disclose the reason as to why he wants the information. However, indiscriminate efforts to
secure information just for the sake of it, and without there being nay useful purpose to serve,
would only put enormous pressure on the limited human resources, that are available.
Diversion of such resources, for this task would obviously, be, at the cost of ordinary
functioning. Beyond a point, it may even become harassment, for the concerned agencies.
Much needs to be done in this direction to impart a sense of responsibility on those, who
want to derive benefit under the Act to be more practical and realistic,"

R IR A ST CIG/LERoE00LUG5A T ooocuR-SA WeHiw Rt
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Earlier Observatlon of CIC: Shri: M. M Arisari © - . ":?g_::_,
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¢asions earlier tI; e gén
e -.- &% g

5,

of repeated RTI requests and harassmg

......

(Decision No R’X'E\IIC(A)?OOE F No: CI‘

In several

'dency ‘ In Prem Prakash Kumar V NFL Panipat,
;?003/003“3‘6 & 3\9‘« dated ¢ Auguest

R00%) the apphcant sought documents and :speclﬁc comments of CPIO on c% queries. The
2
learned Comnuss:oner Shri MMAnsan observed that in fact the nature: of queries and

4.

information sought are. such that the 1nformat10n seeker would never, be satlsﬁed because the

- w

rai,:her,_j,_than pub_lm_ ;gte_rest, was dommant, ;zza‘s‘ the appellant had

promotion of self ntere

sought redressed of gri

IN Shri Gopal Soni V The New Indii Assiirance COmpany.-L'E&.

XA o
FIENL N L™

(F.No.CIC/AT/A/Reo¢/oooRl, 000%%§, 000%RY¥, dated 2R.08.%00¢) learned Commissioner

Shri A.N. Tiwari dealt with similar problem. The respondents in the case submitted that the
appellant, their employee, was suspended for insubordination and misconduct, and ever since
be directed a spate of application containing queries for detailed, voluminous but inane
information which would have to be collected and collated from over 3¢ branches. The
Commission held in this case "answering the elaborate and detailed queries, which have to
be both accurate and authentic, imposes heavy cost on the public authority and tends to

divert its recourses, which brings it within the scope of section '@ () of RTI Act"
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It is relevant here to quote a paragraph from the order of Learned Information
Commissioner Shri Shailesh Gandhi in case numbers No.CIC/SG/C/Ro/o00\goe,
CIC/SM/R0R¥/ 000%R%/SG, CIC/SM/A/R02%/00%3R%/SG, CIC/SM/A/Ro%¥/00RR0R, dated 2 th
January, R0%R) in a second appeal "The commission, at several appellate hearing, has
explained to the complainant that under RTI Act, only the information as per records can be
made available, multiple RTI applications and appeals would not provide him any information
beyond the records that ex1sts The Comrmsswn recogmzes the fact that valuable time of

- [

complainant, respondent pubhc authonty as, well as the Comnnssmn is being spent in merely
going through the motlon plescribed under the R’I’I Act agam and agam to obfain similar
information..... AF thls ’uncture the Commlssmn would hke to mentlon that the right to

information i 1s a fundamental r:ght”of ‘the cltlzens, It cannot be used md:scrxmmately to

fulfill the demandmﬁ one mdmdual. th plesent matfer. It must be noted that the

?

complamant 1s pursumg multxple lmgatlon and vanous public authontles are:being asked to

divert and extraordmanly dlspmportlonate amount of resources just to- respond to hundreds of

"i

RTI apphcatlons ﬁlIed by hnn The Commlsswn is also COIISCIOIIS of the fact that it is

financed by the poorest man in th;s country who - may be starvmg to death. The

respondent public authonty and the commlssmn, is- wastmg pubhc resources,"”
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